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1) In a perfectly just world, any action which causes any harm is sin. 

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one 
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor… 17 Repay 
no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.  
18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
 (Romans 12:9-10, 17-18) 

2) The question posed by sin is not one of practicality, but perfection. 

19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and 
teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes 
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:19-20) 

3) God is right to judge us, and we deserve judgement. 

For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by 
faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance 
he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the 
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus. (Romans 3:22-26) 

4) Neither guilt nor God’s anger lead to true Christian repentance.  
God’s mercy does. 

3 Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and 
yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you 
presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not 
knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But because 
of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day 
of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. (Romans 2:3-5) 


